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150 Gear Catalog

GENERAL

MATERIALS
Boston Gear stock steel gears are made from a .20 carbon
steel with no subsequent treatment. For those applications
requiring increased wearability. Case-hardening produces a
wear resistant, durable surface and a higher strength core.
Carburizing and hardening is the most common process used.
Several proprietary nitriding processes are available for pro-
ducing an essentially distortion-free part with a relatively shal-
low but wear-resistant case. Boston stock worms are made of
either a .20 or .45 carbon steel. Selection of material is based
on size and whether furnished as hardened or untreated.

Stock cast iron gears are manufactured from ASTM-CLASS
30 cast iron to Boston Gear specifications. This provides a
fine-grained material with good wear-resistant properties.

Bronze worm and helical gears are produced from several
alloys selected for bearing and strength properties. Phosphor
bronze is used for helicals and some worm gears (12P and
coarser). Finer pitch worm gears are made from several differ-
ent grades of bronze, dependent on size.

Non-metallic spur Gears listed in this Catalog are made from
cotton reinforced phenolic normally referred to as Grade “C.”

Plastic Gears listed are molded from either Delrin®, Acetal or
Minlon®.

STYLES
Boston Spur, Helical, and Worm Gears are carried in Plain,
Web, or Spoke styles, as illustrated.

WEB WITH
LIGHTNING HOLES – C

PLAIN – A

WEB – B

SPOKE – D

STANDARD KEYWAYS AND SETSCREWS

Standard Recommended
Diameter of Hole W d Setscrew

5/16 to 7/16” 3/32” 3/64” 10-32
1/2 to 9/16 1/8 1/16 1/4-20
5/8 to 7/8 3/16 3/32 5/16-18

15/16 to 1-1/4 1/4 1/8 3/8-16
1-5/16 to 1-3/8 5/16 5/32 7/16-14
1-7/16 to 1-3/4 3/8 3/16 1/2-13
1-13/16 to 2-1/4 1/2 1/4 9/16-12
2-5/16 to 2-3/4 5/8 5/16 5/8-11
2-13/16 to 3-1/4 3/4 3/8 3/4-10
3-5/16 to 3-3/4 7/8 7/16 7/8-9
3-13/16 to 4-1/2 1 1/2 1-8
4-9/16 to 5-1/2 1-1/4 7/16 1-1/8-7
5-9/16 to 6-1/2 1-1/2 1/2 1-1/4-6
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FORMULA:

X’ = 2X – D

EXAMPLE:
Hole 1”; Keyway 1/4” wide by 1/8” deep.

X’ = 2.218 – 1.000 = 1.218”

X = (1/2)2 – (1/8)2 + 1/8 + 1/2 = 1.109”

X = (D/2)2– (W/2)2 + d + D/2

ENGINEERING INFORMATION
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